
The International Peoples' Tribunal on Crimes of  Pres. Benigno Simeon Aquino III 
and the US Government as Represented by Pres. Barack Obama 

BACKGROUND:

From July  2010  to  November  2014,  Philippines  human  rights  group  Karapatan  recorded  226 
victims of extrajudicial killing and 225 victims of frustrated killing. These include 136 peasants 
asserting their land rights against land grabbers, big business and large plantations; and 54 members 
of indigenous peoples defending their ancestral land against foreign big mining corporations and 
other ‘development’ projects. 

The victims of the Hacienda Luisita massacre and subsequent political killings related to agrarian 
unrest in the sugar estate owned by the Cojuanco-Aquino clan continue to be denied justice more 
than ten years after the incident.

President  Aquino,  who was  a  congressman then and active  administrator  of  his  family’s  sugar 
business during the Luisita massacre, is among the civilian respondents for charges of multiple 
murder, multiple frustrated murder, multiple attempted murder, theft and malicious mischief. But 
even then, the President’s kin continue to engage in aggressive land grabbing, eviction of farmers,  
destruction of crops, burning of homes, mauling, illegal arrest and detention of farmers and various 
schemes to further deprive or dispossess the farmers of their land with ruthless impunity and with 
the help of state agencies and security forces.

The Filipino people’s  economic,  social  and cultural  rights  are  similarly wantonly violated.  The 
Aquino government presides over the highest number of unemployed and underemployed Filipinos 
in the country’s history. Two-thirds of the entire population lives on Php125 or less a day.  In the 
National  Capital  Region (NCR),  where  wages  are  highest,  the  mandated  daily minimum wage 
stands at Php 466 or merely 43% of what a family of six needs to live decently.  The living wage 
gap under President Aquino is even larger than its level a decade ago. 

The government resorts to exporting over 4,500 Filipino workers everyday, on average, to relieve 
the chronic jobs crisis and siphon money off their remittances. This labor export policy is the worst 
form  of  state-sponsored  human  trafficking  as  tens  of  thousands  of  Filipinos  are  subjected  to 
mulcting and abuse by government agencies and recruitment operators while the government allows 
illegal traffickers to go unpunished.  

Despite winning his term purportedly on the promise of stomping out corruption in government, 
President Aquino has proven to be a staunch defender of institutionalized graft. The Supreme Court 
of the Philippines has recently ruled that the Aquino administration’s Disbursement Acceleration 
Program (DAP)  –  a  scheme  to  divert  public  funds  allocated  by Congress  into  the  President’s 
discretionary  lumpsum  funds  --  is  in  violation  of  the  Constitution.  Yet  the  President  remains 
bullheaded in defending the DAP which gives him discretionary power over a huge chunk of the 
public treasury – as it did, worth 144.4 billion pesos or 3.2 billion USD in 3 years, from 2011 to 
2013.

Unsurprisingly, the impeachment complaints filed against the President in 2014 on allegations of 
corruption,  betrayal  of  public  trust  and  culpable  violations  of  the  Constitution  have  been 
perfunctorily dismissed by the House of Representatives dominated by his allies.

The dire overall situation in the Philippines is long-standing and has only been aggravated by four 
decades of neoliberal globalization which has systematically facilitated greater control of foreign 



multinational corporations, further entrenched local landed and financial-commercial elites, while 
deepening the structural poverty, inequality, corruption and injustice in Philippine society.
 
The current  Aquino  administration,  however,  deserves  special  mention  for  its  determination  to 
reverse whatever gains the Filipino people may have made after the ouster of the dictator President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos in 1986 and the removal of the US military bases in 1991. 

At a forum on US-Philippine relations organized by the Washington-based Asia Society in 2011, 
then US Ambassador to the Philippines Harry K. Thomas Jr. remarked that  “[The Philippines] has  
to change laws, issue executive orders and frankly, introduce amendments to the Constitution” if 
the country is to join the “Trans-Pacific Partnership” that the US is currently promoting. The TPP’s 
main provisions are expected to require member-countries to remove any remaining barriers to 
foreign investments, to strictly enforce intellectual property laws that would raise pharmaceutical 
costs and stifle digital innovation and freedom of expression, and further strengthen TNC powers by 
granting them the right to sue states before an international tribunal. 

Soon after this, in November 2011, Aquino signed the Partnership for Growth (PFG) agreement 
with the US. This agreement serves as the overall framework for a range of interventions by the US 
government in domestic economic policy making in violation of the Filipino people’s sovereignty 
and right to self-determination. The key thrust is to find ways to  dilute, revise, remove or bypass 
the  various  nationalist  provisions  in  the  1986  Constitution  that  have  been  identified  as 
encumbrances to the entry and operations of foreign capital in the country. 
 
The United States Agency for International Development’s (USAID) policy interventions in the 
Philippines have reached a new level under the PFG with a wide range of efforts to push for trade 
and investment liberalization, deregulation, public-private partnerships, intellectual property rights, 
competition  policy,  free  trade  deals,  fiscal  austerity  and  tax  reforms.  Fifteen  US  government 
agencies have correspondingly created mechanisms for working with and through their counterparts 
in the Philippine government. 

In April of this year, the Philippine government also signed the Enhanced Defense Cooperation 
Agreement  (EDCA)  with  the  US.  Combined  with  the  other  existing  lopsided  Visiting  Forces 
Agreement  (VFA) and Mutual  Logistics  Support  Agreement  (MLSA) between  the  US and the 
Philippines, this effectively gives the US military a permanent and potentially nationwide military 
presence in the country. The US military is now able to ‘legally’ station its soldiers, park its ships 
and  aircraft,  preposition  and  store  war  materiel  including  nuclear  and  other  weapons  of  mass 
destruction, and even build facilities contrary to the Filipinos' national interest and in violation of 
the Philippine Constitution.

Thus the increase in the levels of overall US assistance the Philippines under President Aquino must 
be seen in the light of supporting the US Empire’s strategic "Pivot to Asia". Increased US presence 
and the permanent and expanded basing of US troops in the Philippines is emboldening the current 
government in implementing  Oplan Bayanihan, a counterinsurgency program patterned after the 
US Counterinsurgency Guide and financed by the US. Like previous counterinsurgency programs 
implemented in the country under the direction of the US military, Oplan Bayanihan serves as the 
framework for quelling not just armed resistance to the regime but also for suppressing the legal 
democratic protest movement and opposition.   

Cases filed against state security forces of the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GPH) 
with the Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) have reached more than 4,000 complaints. The JMC is 
a joint body formed by the GPH and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) to 
monitor each side's implementation and observance of the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect 



for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL). The JMC, however, has not 
met since June 2011.

The formal peace negotiations between the GPH and the NDFP remains stalled in  spite of the 
clamor of several local and international groups to resume it.

Despite the belated enactment of the Human Rights Victims Compensation and Recognition Law 
and the even more belated constitution of its Board, thousands of the 9,539 victims in the successful 
human rights  litigation  in  the  US class  suit  as  well  the  named  individual  plaintiffs  have  been 
deprived of their just compensation and stand to be “delisted” from being conclusively presumed to 
be such victims and therefore entitled as a matter of course to such compensation. Human Rights 
Violations victims of previous regimes become victims twice over under the current dispensation.

Well documented cases of human rights violations have been brought to the attention of the United 
Nations  through its  offices  in  New York and Geneva.  A number  of  international  entities  have 
conducted  fact-finding  and  solidarity  missions  and  have  issued  reports,  recommendations  and 
condemnations  of  the  regime’s  inaction  to  stop  the  killings  and  other  serious  human  rights 
violations. 

Despite the conclusions of fact-finding and solidarity missions confirming the responsibility and 
culpability of State authorities, President Aquino and his closest allies remain unmoved and are 
intent on continuing atrocities.  The attacks by the US-Aquino regime against unarmed political 
activists,  progressive leaders,  members of the mass media,  indigenous people and other human 
rights defenders are multiplying with impunity. 

This situation therefore calls for a more unified, intensified and determined struggle to expose and 
oppose the regimes responsible for these violations.

RATIONALE

The International People’s Tribunal (IPT) in 2015 shall help raise national and international public 
visibility of the ongoing violation of people’s rights in the Philippines, exercise moral suasion and 
help generate further political pressure on the governments of the Philippines and the US to end 
impunity.

The International People’s Tribunal  on Crimes of the US-Aquino Regimes Against the Filipino 
People (IPT 2015) is being convened at the behest mainly of victims1 of human rights violations and 
other crimes committed under the Presidency of Benigno S. Aquino III in the Philippines

These entities shall be brought before a court of public opinion where concrete evidence shall be 
presented  of  their  violations  of  the  Filipino  people’s  individual  and  collective  rights  under 
international law.  They will be brought for judgment before the broadest possible international 
audience.

The IPT 2015 embodies the right of peoples to hold states to account. It stems from the failure of 
the Philippine State and international institutions to uphold standards as embodied in Philippine as 
well as international laws and instruments under International Human Rights Law including the 

1 The victims and their relatives -- belonging to a wide spectrum of social classes and sectors in Philippine society – are represented 
by the Ecumenical Voice for Human Rights and Peace in the Philippines (EcuVoice), KARAPATAN (Alliance for the Advancement 
of the People's Rights), Hustisya! (Victims United for Justice), DESAPARECIDOS (Families of the Disappeared for Justice), 
SELDA (Society of Ex-Detainees Against Detention and Arrest), BAYAN (New Patriotic Alliance), Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas (Peasant Movement of the Philippines) among others.



core human rights conventions and the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Rights 
and  International  Humanitarian  Law  (CARHRIHL)  signed  in  1998  by the  Government  of  the 
Republic of the Philippines (GPH) and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP).  
.  
The IPT 2015 derives its legitimacy from the people as the ultimate source of the authority of all  
national and international laws.  Its verdict shall be based on a thorough and fair assessment of the  
evidence by leading public figures of recognised achievement and high moral stature, in accordance 
with applicable legal standards.

The People’s  Tribunal  draws  inspiration  and builds  on  the  gains  of  previous  peoples  tribunals 
convened to condemn similar crimes by previous regimes in the Philippines.  These include, among 
others, the:

• Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal (First Session on the Philippines) [PPT1] of 1980 in Antwerp, 
Belgium (“Repression and Resistance, “ against the dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos at the 
suit by NDFP and the Moro National Liberation Front or MNLF)

• International  Solidarity  Mission-  International  People’s  Tribunal  [ISM-IPT]  of  2005  in 
Manila (“In Defense of a People Fighting Repression; against human rights violations by 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo); 

• Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal (Second Session on the Philippines) [PPT2] of March 2007 in 
The Hague, The Netherlands (The Filipino People vs. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, George W. 
Bush, et.al: indicting the US-backed Arroyo regime for human rights violations, economic 
plunder and transgression of Philippine sovereignty); and

• International Migrants Tribunal [IMT] of November 2012 in Manila (In Defense of Migrant 
Workers’ Rights: counterpoint to the Global Forum on Migration and Development)

The verdicts of these tribunals delivered strong moral and persuasive force.  Their conclusions and 
recommendations were transmitted to the United Nations, various Parliaments and governments, as 
well as broad international organizations to add pressure on the Philippine government to stop the 
killings and other gross human rights violations in the country.  

The resulting  international  uproar  against  the  spate  of  extra-judicial  killings  under  the  term of 
President  Arroyo, for instance, contributed to a decrease in the incidence of such killings in the 
latter part of 2007. The temporary decline was a very welcome respite for the Filipino people under  
siege.

Holding the hearings and gathering support especially from the peoples of the US are particularly 
strategic because of the US government's historical and decisive influence in Philippine affairs. 

In 2007, US Senator Barbara Boxer, Chair of the Sub-Committee on East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  acknowledged in  a  U.S.  Senate  hearing,  “It  is 
important we (Americans) do not have blood on our hands. . . . If we are training the (Philippine)  
military with our hard-earned tax dollars, our concern about the military cannot be discounted . . .  
the war on terror cannot be used as an excuse to kill innocent civilians.”

OBJECTIVES:

The overall objective of the IPT 2015 is to expose the crimes not only of the current Philippine 
government as represented by President Benigno Simeon Aquino III against the Filipino people but 



also those of the US government, under the watch of President Barack Obama.

Specifically, the IPT aims to:

− Exert greater international pressure on the Philippine and US governments to stop human 
rights violations in the Philippines, including extrajudicial killings and disappearances;

− Establish by sufficient credible evidence according to international norms and standards that 
these violations are part of state policy which is being perpetrated with impunity by the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), Philippine National Police (PNP), and paramilitary 
and armed groups under their command and control;

− Establish the complicity of the Commander-in-Chief Aquino and the top military and police 
officials in the killings, disappearances and other gross human rights abuses;

− Show the various systematic and systemic violations of economic, social and cultural rights 
of the Filipino people through the imposition of exploitative policies and programs;

The complaints and presentations shall consist of the following:

 Violations of human rights, particularly civil and political rights, with focus on extrajudicial 
killings, disappearances, massacres, torture, arbitrary arrests and detentions as well as other 
vicious,  brutal  and  systematic  abuses  and attacks  on  the  basic  democratic  rights  of  the 
people.

 Violations of human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights of the Filipino 
people  through  the  imposition  of  imperialist  globalization  to  exploit  the  people; 
transgression  of  their  economic  sovereignty  and  national  patrimony;  various  forms  of 
economic plunder and attacks on the livelihoods of the people and the destruction of the 
environment.

 Violations of the rights of the people to national self-determination and liberation through 
the imposition of the US war of terror; US military intervention; as well as the perpetration 
of  crimes  against  humanity and war  crimes;  misrepresentations  of  the  people's  right  to 
national liberation and self-determination as “terrorism” and the baseless “terrorist” listing 
of individuals, organizations and other entities by the US and other governments.

Dates:  July 2014 to July 2015: Organization and Preparation of the IPT 
July 16 to 17, 2015: Hearings

 July 18, 2015: Deliberation and Presentation of the Verdict
July 20, 2015: Service of the Verdict

Venue: Washington D.C.

Design

Oral Presentation of Evidence under oath (either by affidavits or depositions) by victims and experts 
on very select illustrative cases for each issue (either in person or through web though other cases  
can be submitted through documentary evidence)  



Issues and Charges (Initial)

Violation of Civil and Political Rights
• Human Rights Violations and Impunity
• Political prisoners 
• Marcos victims’ compensation beneficiaries (delisted victims)
• Violations of International Humanitarian Law

Violation of Socio, Economic and Cultural Rights 
• Hacienda Luisita
• Yolanda, Pablo and Sendong typhoons
• Labor contractualization
• Urban poor demolitions
• Power rate hikes and other basic services
• Migrants/OFW cases
• Privatization of public hospitals
• Environmental
• Mining
• Corruption
• Onerous trade agreements; neoliberal globalization, economic plunder
• Charter change to open up of economy to increased foreign exploitation

Violation of the Right to Self-Determination and the Right to Resist
• Oplan Bayanihan
• EDCA and US military intervention (case of Jennifer Laude)
• GPH-NDFP Peace Negotiations

Some Cases carried over from the term of President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
• EJK
• Enforced Disappearance
• Torture

Legal Bases

National  and International  Instruments  including 1948 Universal  Declaration of  Human Rights, 
1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 1966 International Convention 
on  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural  Rights  (ICESCR),  Convention  against  Torture  and  related 
instruments, Convention against Enforced and Involuntary Disappearance, 1990 Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, 1977 Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, 1976 Universal 
Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Peoples  (Algiers  Declaration),  1949  Geneva  Conventions,  1977 
Protocols 1 and 2, 1992 Hague Joint Declaration, 1995 Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity 
Guarantees  (JASIG),  1998  Comprehensive  Agreement  on  Respect  for  Human  Rights  and 
International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL), Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 
among others.



Organization of the Tribunal:

Initiators/Conveners: 
 International Coalition for Human Rights in the Philippines (ICHRP) 
 International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL) 
 National Lawyers Guild
 IBON International

Concerned  international  organizations  and  networks  who  have  come  together  to  convene  the 
International  Peoples  Tribunal  on  Crimes  of  the  US-Aquino  Government  Against  the  Filipino 
People.

Endorsers, Partners and Sponsors: 

Personages and representatives of institutions and organizations who are interested in the issues of 
people's rights, human rights and international law, and who wish to extend moral support and 
concrete assistance to the Tribunal, shall be invited to become Endorsers, Partners and Sponsors 
to the Tribunal. They will also endorse the Tribunal to their existing contacts and assist the 
organizers in reaching out further to the international community.

Plaintiffs/Complainants:

Representatives of the Filipino people: victims of the crimes of the US-Aquino regime; HR groups, 
various people's organizations and their contituencies

• Ecumenical Voice for Human Rights and Peace in the Philippines
• Karapatan
• Hustisya 
• Selda 
• Desaparecidos
• Bayan 
• KMU 
• KMP
• Gabriela
• KADAMAY 
• other mass organizations and individual victims in the Philippines and abroad. 

Defendants: 
• Philippine President Benigno Simeon S. Aquino III
• US Government as represented by President Barrack Obama
• International Monetary Fund
• World Bank
• World Trade Organization
• Multinational Corporations

Judge/s: 

1-3 international personages or eminent persons with at least 1 with a legal background 



Jurors: 

9- 11 individuals  of  diverse backgrounds and different  disciplines,  with at  least  3  with a  legal 
background; representing the peoples of the world

Judges and Jurors composed of internationally distinguished personages will sit in the Tribunal.

They shall formulate the verdict and pass a judgement at the end of the Tribunal. They shall also 
discuss these at a press conference.

Prosecutors: 
• National Union of Peoples' Lawyers (NUPL)
• Public Interest Law Center (PILC)
• Individual (international) lawyers

Defense Lawyers (will be assigned by the Tribunal if no appearance from Defendants)

Clerk of Court and Deputy Clerks of Court

IPT 2015 Secretariats

Two secretariats have been constituted to assist the conveners: The Philippines Coordinating 
Secretariat which shall perform the staff work for the Tribunal preparations in the Philippines and 
the International Coordinating Secretariat to serve as the center of communications for all entities 
involved in the project and to coordinate the technical and other preparations for holding the 
tribunal, including financial and political support. These 2 secretariats are headed by Paul Quintos 
of IBON International and Dr. Angie M. Gonzales of the International Coalition for Human Rights 
in the Philippines respectively.

Timelines and schedules:

May: Briefing papers for all Tribunal personnel

June (or 1 month before IPT) 2015: Service of Indictment on Defendants

June 2015: Finalization of Program Flow
June 2015: Finalization of Prosecution’s Summation

July 16-18, 2015: Tribunal Proper, Hearings and delivery of Verdict at Washington DC

July 18 to December 2015: Various Mobilization to Service/Transmit the Judgment/Verdict to the 
international community; to wit:

> September: Delegations to the UNHRC in Geneva and UN in New York

> November 2015: Book launch and Presentation at the IFPRIS (in the Philippines); submission to 
various state institutions and non-government organizations of the proceedings and results of the 
IPT

> December 2015: Further distribution of the book in various activities in commemoration of the 
International Human Rights Day


